Donna Lynne Champlin as “Madame Matroppo” in

VERY GOOD EDDIE

at The Goodspeed Opera House
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Why is it that, in musical comedies, the romantic leads get most of the lines, but the supporting actors have all the fun? As an operatic diva, Donna Lynne Champlin doesn’t just speak her lines; she trills them. She turns the hoary notion that he character can never get anyone’s name right (Dick Rivers becomes Mr. Sea and Mr. Flood) into a hilarious riff. She slides down a prop moon as if she was Lucille Ball, and she sings – and plays her own accompaniment! - on “Katy-Did.” Champlin id the definition of comic pizzazz, turning a small role into the show’s most memorable.








New London Day

Madame Matroppo, the tipsy vocal coach, is gleefully acted by Donna Lynne Champlin, recalling the grand comic spirit of the late Travis Hudson, the beloved Manhattan cabaret chanteuse who acted the role in ’75.








Variety

“Moon of Love” combines a drunken singer, a slippery slice of a moon, and ingenious comical touches to earn Miss Champlin (as Mme. Matroppo) a rousing hand of applause. Only “Katy-Did” (with Champlin again) tops that as she displays piano-playing skills (making the number) a showstopper.








CT Jewish Ledger

Standouts in the company are Donna Lynne Champlin, who endows Mme. Matroppo with a diva’s extravagance, a fruity soprano and a frustrated sexiness…








Hartford Courant

… Madame Matroppo (an absolute comic figure captured splendidly by Donna Lynne Champlin, especially in the second act number, “Moon of Love”).








The Courier

Donna Lynne Champlin, a Goodspeed regular, attacks her role with vigor (as) Mme. Matroppo, the uptight harridan who loosens up for her 11 0’clock number, “Katy Did”.









The Hour

…Champlin (possesses) the requisite period style, mostly reflected in an unwavering commitment to material that has, through time, moved on from the corny to the arcane. (However), when Champlin’s Mme Matroppo has to clear a set piece from the stage herself after singing “Moon of Love”. (The strapping chorus boys blithely exit the number without doing so for her.) Such winks and nods to the audience balance the reverent tone.








New Haven Register

(providing) talent and humor (is) Donna Lynne Champlin as Mme. Matroppo, the opera teacher…
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