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The 10 players he's chosen for the Broadway Sweeney are triple-threat artistes….Donna Lynne Champlin, in a top hat that's passed around throughout the proceedings, is hilarious as an accordion-squeezing and flute-wielding Pirelli.

TheatreMania

…as Sweeney's rival barber and first victim, Pirelli, is played by a woman. Donna Lynne Champlin delivers prime prosciutto while doubling on accordion, keyboard and flute.

Variety

…Pirelli, the Italian comic barber, is played by Donna Lynne Champlin in male drag, invaluable throughout on the accordion.

Newsday

…and Champlin's Pirelli (is another) notable accomplishment.

Washington post

Donna Lynne Champlin is impressive as Pirelli, the Italian barber...all the actors prove themselves to be highly skilled musicians.

nytheatre.com

Even so, it's obvious that the performers' commitment to this demanding production is superb.... Donna Lynne Champlin (Pirelli) is  similarly remarkable.
The Star Ledger
I particularly liked Donna Lynne Champlin's quirky Pirelli…

Ken Mandelbaum

They are backed by a solid ensemble of supporting players, featuring Champlin as a bombastically silly Pirelli…





BroadwayWorld.com
The cast is tremendous, keeping the proceedings going with such style, simplicity and involvement that they make it impossible to imagine the musical being performed in any other way or by anyone else.

The NY Post

…and there are equally fine performances from Donna Lynne Champlin who plays Pirelli…

Associated Press

There are few false moves in the supporting cast….the cross-gender casting of Donna Lynne Champlin as Pirelli, Sweeney's tonsorial rival, pays off when the character's true identity is revealed….

Backstage

…Donna Lynne Champlin is both a credible flutist and an unlikely but saucy Pirelli.

Village Voice

(director) Doyle and his sublime ensemble- including Donna Lynne Champlin (Pirelli)- prove that you can cut SWEENEY to the bone…

Time Out New York

Donna Lynne Champlin's Italian-accented rival barber, Pirelli, fills in on accordion (she also plays the superintendent at the madhouse where the play is ostensibly taking place, as in the neo-Brechtian

"Marat/Sade").

Hartford courant

Actors had to be cast for their range of talents, not looks or  gender. Rival barber Pirelli, for example, is played by a cross-dressing woman, Donna Lynne Champlin, who also plays accordion.

Philadelphia Inquirer

…Donna Lynne Champlin plays the grandstanding Pirelli as a weird wind-up doll….

Broadway.com


