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"The three best reasons to see "Hollywood Arms" are the performances of the three leading actreses...Ms Champlin gets the hopeful poise of a teenager with a gift for being at center stage exactly right, and in a lovely set piece she performs an entire radio melodrama for her family, playing all the parts and belting out a song, among other things reminding us what a versatile talent Carol Burnett has been from the beginning."
















-The New York Times
"The theatrical coup in this play occurs in the second act, when the more adult Helen (Donna Lynne Champlin), working as a movie usher, launches into a tour de force of impersonations. Champlin, plain rather than glamorous, and virtuosic in that characteristically accessible Burnett style, is excellent."
















-Chicago Sun Times

"As the older Helen, Champlin has the most daunting task- personifiying a character who is obviously modeled on Carol Burnett. That she is able to live up to these expectations (and even surprass them) is a testament to her great abilities as a singer, comedienne and actress."
















-The Beacon News

"In Act 2, taking place 10 years later, older, UCLA-bound Helen is played--winningly and easefully--by Donna Lynne Champlin....When Champlin re-enacts an old Danny Kaye routine the play suddenly snaps into focus. We see, in effect, Carol Burnett being born.

-Chicago Tribune

"If the production has any legs beyond the Goodman run, it could make a star out of Donna Lynne Champlin, a triple-threat young actress who plays older helen."
















-Illinois Spotlight

"In the far stronger second act....Donna Lynne Champlin finally gets to let rip in a musical number, which is a showstopper."
















-Variety 

"Playing Helen as high school and college-aged is Donna Lynne Champlin in another strong performance. At the comedic high point of the production, she becomes a veritable one-woman movie.....Champlin plays the movie house manager, the audience, and everybody up on the screen in a lengthy monologue that proves to be a showstopper."

















-Suburban Life

"When in the 2nd act Helen, now 10 years older and played by Donna Lynne Champlin, becomes the central character...Champlin's grounded and witty performance (and an outstanding monologue)...showcases why Helen will later become a star."
















-Chicago Free Press

"In Act Two (the 1950's) Helen is played by Donna Lynne Champlin and she makes you see exactly what Burnett was when she began her career. Her scene where she explains what happened at the movies (as she brings an audience up to snuff during a projector problem) will wow you."

-Chicago Pride Magazine

"a now teenage Helen (Donna Lynne Champlin, looking like a young Judy Garland)...in what is arguably the evening's highlight, she shows off her talent by reenacting part of a movie, playing all the roles herself."
















-Hyde Park Herald

"The older Helen, played by Donna Lynne Champlin is tremendous in her portrayal."
















-Oak Park Press

"...Donna Lynne Champlin is a splendid actress."
















-Wall Street Journal

"Donna Lynne Champlin is terrific as the adult Helen."
















-Daily Southtown

"...Champlin continues the fine characterization of Helen who eventually became a great actor entertainer."

















-Chicago Defender
