Donna Lynne Champlin

As “Older Helen” in

HOLLYWOOD ARMS

(Broadway)
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Donna Lynne Champlin (a star-in-the-making, I'd say) as the grown-up Helen…rises to the very difficult task of portraying a still-crystallizing version of an iconic personality. She stops the show, literally, in the scene where she describes to her family that pivotal moment in the movie theatre, performing a very Burnett-like comedy bit and then capping it with a glorious a cappella rendition of "I'm Always Chasing Rainbows" that earns her a well-deserved and prolonged ovation.


nytheatre.com

The character's name may be Helen, and the actress billed as playing her may be Donna Lynne Champlin, but no one in the audience is fooled. That's Carol Burnett up on the stage at the Cort Theatre. And, at the top of the second act of Hollywood Arms any pretense of the two being distinguishable has vanished, and Champlin and Burnett are one and the same. 

The scene is pure theatre and pure entertainment. Helen, just home from a one-in-a-million night working at the movie theater, recounts for her family the events of the previous few hours in which she calmed the unruly audience during a projector malfunction by re-enacting the scene and song of the movie they were missing. In those few moments, Champlin's voice and manner suggest Burnett so eerily, you really feel like you are watching the first moment when one of the funniest women in American entertainment history became a star. 

Champlin's wonderful.....(she) stands out - portraying Burnett, she pretty much has to -...... as (Carol Burnett, the) performing genius who can hold an audience spellbound in the palm of her hand. That's the Burnett on display when Champlin is belting out "I'm Always Chasing Rainbows" for all she's worth....


Talkin Broadway

The second half brings the older Helen, portrayed by Donna Lynne Champlin. She, too, has her own dreams, to go to New York and become a theater star. In the meantime, Helen works as an usher in a movie theater, where, one night, she gets to go on stage after the film breaks and sing I'm Always Chasing Rainbows. Her lovely rendition makes the movie audience pay attention. It does the same at the Cort.


Associated Press

The star turn comes, finally, when Donna Lynne Champlin, as the sturdy, sensible older Helen, shows the family how she stepped out of her usherette job and entertained the movie audience when the projector broke by playing all the roles in the film. It is a stirring moment...


Newsday

In another family gathering with music, Donna Lynne Champlin, Burnett's stage alter-ego, Helen, re-enacts a life-changing event in her "career" as a movie usherette...That scene is a deserved show stopper, and a triumph for the actress projecting the persona without looking the least bit like her. .....I hope somebody out there is writing a terrific play or musical in which Lavin and Pawk can be reunited. And while they're at it, they should write in a part for Donna Lynne Champlin.


CurtainUp Theatre Magazine

The play is very well acted...And Ms. Champlin manages to be winning as the older Helen, whose gifts emerge in response to and in spite of her family...


NY Times

…Donna Lynne Champlin as an adult Helen—is superb.

Out.com Theatre Reviews

Carnegie Mellon's Donna Lynne Champlin (in Pittsburgh Public Theater's "By Jeeves") ...handles the more difficult transitional Helen. Doing her best... she comes into her own in a tour de force account of an impromptu standup routine, an early version of the kind of skit for which Burnett became famous.


Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The uniformly amazing cast inhabits the characters rather than merely creating them...Champlin brilliantly bring(s) the bifurcated Burnett to the end of the beginning of a remarkable career many of us grew up watching unfold.  


TheatreScene.net

Champlin does an excellent job as older Helen, who discovers her ability to captivate an audience when the projector breaks down at the movie theater where she ushers


Broadway.com

Donna Lynne Champlin, the feisty ingenue who plays Helen as a college student and budding actress, manages to capture the earthier pluck that helped make Burnett a star in the first place. That unforced and untimely humble sass makes HOLLYWOOD ARMS...an embracing experience.


USA Today 

And Donna Lynne Champlin works very hard to make Helen a worthy young Carol Burnett. She sings divinely. And though physically dissimilar she does manage to capture Burnett's gifts for parody.    

NY1 theatre review

Donna Lynne Champlin is unswervingly straightforward as the grown Helen

New York Magazine

It does come alive with its greatest impact in the second act, starting in 1951, when we meet the grown Helen, played winsomely by Donna Lynne Champlin, as she is beginning to show her performing talent and about to go off to seek her fame and fortune in New York. Champlin lights up the stage when she performs for her family the routine she did on the spur of the moment when a projector broke down in the movie house where she works. Admittedly it’s a showy moment, but Champlin conveys her aspirations, her dynamic personality and her determination and it gives the play a needed boost.


Wolf Entertainment Guide

Donna Lynne Champlin as the grown-up Helen displays the budding talent of Burnett in both comedy and song.

Backstage

(A spunky) Champlin ends her routine with a solid version of "I'm Always Chasing Rainbows," chosen most likely for its symbolic weight.


Theatre Mania.com

 Donna Lynne Champlin, as the older Helen.... offers (an) engaging performance...


Hollywood Reporter

In one of the brighter moments of Hollywood Arms, the young heroine (Donna Lynne Champlin) acts out all the parts in yet another movie about the girl who is plucked from obscurity and becomes an overnight star.


Philadelphia Inquirer

No mistake, there are some lovely moments and nuances–especially striking is Ms. Champlin as older Helen describing how she first took stage, which Mr. Prince, no fool, builds as if it were a musical number…

Aisle Say

Act II is set in 1951, and the 20-year-old Helen is now played by a very fine Donna Lynne Champlin. Working her way through UCLA by day and ushering at a neighborhood movie theater at night, Helen also finds time to develop her blossoming talent. 

The play affords a diverting moment as Helen shows off her flair for stand-up comedy. She re-enacts for the family how she entertained the audience by telling them the movie's plot from the stage of the theater when the projector broke down. 


PrincetonInfo.com

Donna Lynne Champlin plays the older Helen with great verve and style.


Broadway Beat

(A scene that) suggests the talent that will allow Helen to escape.... (is when) older Helen, working as an usher, keeping the audience quiet when the film breaks by improvising the rest of the movie and singing a heartfelt I'm Always Chasing Rainbows....Donna Lynne Champlin's adult Helen has been strengthened by hard times but barely conceals her scars. She has the grace to forgive her parents' failings without rancor, and the sense to escape to a life of her own. 


Houston Chronicle
