Donna Lynne Champlin

in

HAROLD AND MAUDE 

@ the Paper Mill Playhouse

[image: image1.jpg]



…(Champlin) gets to play a couple of Harold's computer-arranged-for girls, including one called Sunshine. That means she gets to sing the one true showstopper, "Montezuma," which may just be worth the price of admission all by itself. Anyway, watch Ms. Champlin; she's a winner.

Time Out

Possibly best of all in another half dozen roles is the wonderful Donna Lynne Champlin. A running gag has Harold ghoulishly scaring off dates; each played by Champlin, arranged for him by  his mother through a dating service. The second date, Sunshine (nee Bertha Krinsky), is an aspiring actress who sings an hilarious number written by  her music teacher consisting of snippets of melodies from shows ranging from Oklahoma! to Phantom of the Opera. Not omitting the sons of Sondheim, Sunshine sings, “Is it a dagger I see or am I losing my mind?” Champlin brings down the house and almost stops the show with this number. Perhaps the authors can expand this number; it cries out for more. (And perhaps, the newly adventurous Paper Mill might consider producing the musical Meet John Doe with Champlin recreating the starring role in which she triumphed at NYMF this fall.)

TalkinBroadway

They’ve also contrived a gloriously surreal performance piece for Sunshine – a young woman chosen as a match for Harold by a computer dating service. Here one finds this would-be actress and pre-millennium flowerchild exaggeratedly enacting one of her favorite roles – the Bird God in an opera, Montezuma. Donna Lynne Champlin, who plays multiple roles to good effect, dazzlingly brings this bit of musical silliness to life.

American Theatre Web

Champlin (on the other hand) is a wonder as she flits in and out of her characters, and she is just hilarious as the two distinctly different computer dates arranged for Harold by his mother. But Champlin is more the exception than the rule in this production…

Asbury Park Press

One of the musical's cleverest and also practical, conceits is having the two supporting players -- Danny Burstein and Donna Lynne Champlin -- play multiple roles...Champlin connects strongly with the musical's slightly demented brand of humor as a non-English speaking maid, a professional mourner, and two of Harold's dates (one an eccentric actress). A show highlight is watching Champlin, inspired by a knife in Harold's collection, offer, a mini-but-manic musical version of Lady Macbeth called Play On for his amusement. In case that isn't enough to send him over the edge, she continues her charade with a super-condensed many octave-spanning distillation of an Aztec opera called "Montezuma."

Curtain Up / U.S.1

(Harold’s) mom tries to set her son up with several young ladies (all played with comic aplomb by Donna Lynne Champlin)...

Associated Press

The most entertaining scene of the show is orchestrated by Harold’s self-absorbed mother who sets up a date for her son with Sunshine (Donna Lynne Champlin), a bubbly actress-singer. Inspired by Harold’s phony hara-kiri, (Champlin) launches into her hilarious send-up of a Philip Glass-like opera based on the Aztec king, complete with portentous minimalist droning and pseudo-avant-garde choreography. If only there had been more fabulously inventive moments like this.

Bloomberg.com

Donna Lynne Champlin is extremely funny as the final (blind date) candidate, doing a delicious job with the funny parodies of contemporary music Thalken has written.

Daily News / Newsday

Best of these additions is the expansion of Harold's date with affected

avant-garde actress Sunshine (Donna Lynne Champlin), who's inspired by

his hara-kiri display to relive her theatrical triumph in the amusingly

over-the-top musical pastiche "Montezuma."

Variety

Champlin has some standout moments in several incarnations as Harold's dates from hell.

NorthJersey.com

...the Harold & Maude audience responds most favorably to a second-act sequence featuring a character that comes from nowhere -- or, perhaps, from a yet-to-be-written show? "Montezuma" is performed by Donna Lynne Champlin, who plays all the weird young women to whom desperate Mrs. Chasen introduces Harold. As a girl named Sunshine, Champlin -- who had the Carol Burnett role in Hollywood Arms and is conversant with slapstick comedy -- expends much effort throughout a sort of Maria Montez send-up...the aforementioned Champlin and Danny Burstein are capable workhorses in many subordinate roles.

TheatreMania.com

I cannot imagine a finer cast to show this or any new musical off to its best advantage. Donna Lynne Champlin and Danny Burstein handle a series of smaller comic roles with élan.

Musicals101.com

…(very funny) are Danny Burstein and Donna Lynne Champlin, popping in and out continually as a variety of characters. Champlin's big moment comes in Act II where, as an avant-guard actress and potential date for Harold, she musically acts out an elaborate summary of a perfectly awful musical drama called Montezuma, a highlight of the evening.

BroadwayWorld.com

Danny Burstein and Donna Lynne Champlin play a handful of character roles to comic effect, and Champlin delivers some grand numbers (“Montezuma” and “Woe,” in particular).

The New Yorker

…and as the multi-cast everybody else, Danny Burstein and Donna Lynne Champlin are the very icons of extravagant versatility.

AisleSay

Champlin steals the scene when she appears as Sunshine, a free-spirited Bohemian girl Harold’s mother found through a dating service to set (Harold) up with. Champlin was excellent playing all six of her characters, but her performance as Sunshine soars above all else.

Essex Journal

Danny Burstein and Donna Lynne Champlin…are both strong singers and easily handle the sketch characters mostly written as cliches…Donna Lynne Champlin however, grabs center stage as Sunshine, a kind of 1960s beatnik/actress, and does a show stopping turn with the character and the song ‘Montezuma’ that deliciously parodies the musical styles of some of the author’s contemporaries (and rivals?).

The Item

But Champlin has two real characters to play …the second, a wannabe actress named Sunshine, is more winning. Harold can only look in askance at her chaotic renditions of some of the roles she's played, and the audience roars.

The Star Ledger

…Mr. Jones has let these figures in on the joke, turning them into broadly comic turns for Donna Lynne Champlin and Danny Burstein, who labor mightily, and often successfully, to inject comic life into their often dubious material.

The NY Times

