Donna Lynne Champlin

As “Mary Gallagher” in
FIRST LADY SUITE
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…(in) the superb cast of nine ladies…Champlin winningly portrays the frustrations of the second banana position of the First Lady's secretary as compared to that of the President's. In a beautifully sung dream scene we also see the petty demands and constant availability that such jobs entail.

-CurtainUp.com
(In Over Texas) the nervous excitement shown by Mary Gallagher (the delightful Donna Lynne Champlin), Jackie Kennedy's personal secretary, belies a deep sense of frustration at being so close to and yet so removed from the spotlight …(Over Texas) also has the evening's best song, an exhilarating duet between Champlin and Diane Sutherland about the miseries and joys of service. The overall caliber of acting and vocal talent on display cannot be overstated…Testa, Murney, Champlin…are all at the top of their game.

-Broadway.com

There are certainly no flaws to be found in the show's casting. The ensemble, quite possibly the strongest assembled this season, includes…New York theatre stalwart Donna Lynne Champlin. Among the (many) highlights: the unspoken feelings and palpable tension between Champlin's Mary Gallagher and Robyn Hussa's Jacqueline Kennedy…Across the board, the performers make the most of what they're given.

-TalkinBroadway.com

The complexly shaped songs of "Suite" allow these women…Mary Gallagher (played with appealing uneasiness by Donna Lynne Champlin)….to exercise their vocal chops in ways that more conventional fare seldom does. 

-New York Times (Ben Brantley)

The cast is outstanding, whether singing as a choir -- which they do in a prologue and a finale -- or individually….Donna Lynne Champlin makes Mary Gallagher a compelling figure.

-TheatreMania.com

All ten performers are impeccable as both singers and actors, but I especially liked Donna Lynne Champlin as Jackie’s weary secretary…

-New York Magazine (John Simon)

The actresses of First Lady Suite tread the fine line between parody and pathos as the evening unfolds, each singing with glorious richness and finding their character’s innate humanity. Of the more indelible performances from this exceptional ensemble (was) Donna Lynne Champlin’s concurrently giddy and resentful Mary Gallagher…

-American Theatre Web
